UNIDENTICAL

They're both Hondas, the
both have slmilurgraﬁmu:
and paintwork, but the
TLM250 two-stroke and
RTL250 four-siroke are
like chalk and chease, as
Martin Lampkin
discovered. Pictures by
James Moorhouse,

Ln::-u iing back to last year
wihven | tested Honda's
RTL250 four-stroke and the
then TLAM240 two-stroke, |
rememember being faken
aback by the respective pink
and turquoise colour
schemes. Cerfainly not what
I'd becoma accusiomed fo
seeing on trials machines,
Howawer, ina year whan
Aprilia has producead their
bright lilac coloured TXR
madals, Honda decided to ba
less flamboyant, bringing out
bioth thwese trials bikes and red,
white and blue paint jobs.
But the story Ihis vear s a




lot maore than just now paint
schemes. For a start, the two-
siroke has Deen bored oul o
250cc and thare’s now a disc
nrake &t the front, Alao, the
faur-straka, which may nat
differant
mechanically o lasl years
model, is now alot more
powerful, has new Pro-Link
rear suspension and disc
brakes at both ends.

TLM250R

My big complaint about the
TLM240 was its lack of
punch. Cespita producing
powerthanthe ATL on
", Lhe bweo-stroke just
competa with the
ke when up against
the sections.

But, as always, Honda has
responded to crilicism,
increasing both powerand
teerguie thanks to he axina
capacity and a number of
Engone mods,

It's now a more buzzy and
rasponsive engine; not on
parwith the BTL when really
up against it in world
championship class
sactions, but for normal
Irials use it dedive

| ke the TLA'S Fiding
position, it feals

comfortable, even for larger
ridars like mysalf. Only
complaint is thai the front
and feals a bit low. The
footpens are well back and
it's light at the front, nicely
set up for modern shyle
ridars. Indead, it'sa i!ug hily
manoeuyrable machineg with
superh stewring and a lively
back end, too, that will work
wedl in ihe hands of riders
with trick riding ahrlun. Mot
Iy WY ar larsi
mayba, but | havet
the TLM would get up 1|11:|{
the big steps | tried with the
RTL.

There's naw a disc brake
at the front but, wniike the
RATL the rear drum is
refained. | peraonally f
this iz the besl possibl
combination. The diacia
superh, being fareeliul, bt
responsive, Atihe rear,

ver, | prefer the TLM's
rear drum to the TS new
disc.

Control-wise the TLM is
axcellant. The clutchis not
guite eo light as the HTLs
superbly light example, but
then again the gearbox
operation is beller than the
four-strok

Certalniy & bike for the
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UNIDENTICAL
TWINS

riderwho wants snmaihinF
different to the wsual Fantic,
Beta or Yamaha, the TLM
doesn'l really compete with
tham on price, having a
recommended ratail price of
£3748, including VA

RTL2505

I've said it before and I'll no
doubt say itagain, butin my
gpinion the ATL250 Handa
is without doubt the ultimare
trials machine,

The buying publicalso
thinks so too, I:Fr'e::auaa
despite a L4598 price tag, all
15 examples brought info
this country have already
beensold. Gel your orderin

edrly for 1988 if vou've gol

the cash to spareand want a

guaranieed winner.
I'variddenanBTL in tha

This

L) mm_r-md.

Scottish Six Days Trial for
the past couple of raand i

firmily befleve that IU's the
bike alone that has lifted me
from an expected result
around 20Lh place o the 12th
I'va achieved each tima,
The suspension was fairly
closa to perfect and with the
improvemeants for 1988 | just
cannol favltitatall. 1t's just
g0 effective; nomatter hiow
tough the section if you can

's ATL has dise brakes ai Both ends. The rear, 43 you can

hang on the ATL will keep on
pointing straight.

Take, for exampla,
Witcheas Burn in the Scottish,
It's a 15 foot cross between a
slaband arock step. Manyis
thefime I've sat al the bottom
wilh & two-stroke wonderi
if I'll get up. Butwith the RT
I really look forward to riding
it, I'm just 5o full of
confidence, which is half the
battle with trials riding

The ATL's overhemd-camshall fowr-siroke engine iz alol more

ey this yaar.,

With suapension improvements for 1] the

BRyWay,

Intarastingly, for '88
there's a big plastic shialkd
aver the new rear
suspansion linkage which
stopa most of the muck
getling inand has got to
tFiI‘B".'EI'II ERCEERve Wear and

ear,

Tha ATL iz a small bike
and I'm a big bloke but
somehow [ don't really feal
too cramped, Only alteration
I've made to the riding

oEition on my own machine
2 fo it I:ri?gar handlebars; no
read to alter the foolrests,

Theengine iaquite & lot
more powerful than last
yearspink machine. Thisis,
however, usahle power in
the main, although non-
expart ridars might find it
less forgiving, Having said
thal, this iz not a machine for
the novice, anyway.

Powar is very usablein the
firai three gears, and it will
pull fourth an, say, a locse
climb. Lasi year's bike was
prane to spitling and evan
stopping if you cpened it up

o

RTL250 2 &1 Hive wilimate frials machin

gquickly, but my own bike
never did It once in Scotland
neither did the test maching,
It was a problem thal nesde:
gorting, it lost me a few
marks, but Homda aeem to
have done the trick.

Allinallthe RTLis a
superb bike. It's extremaly
wall pul together with quality
materials and is & delight ta
ride. I's agile,
manoeuvrable, steers well
and will go anywhera that
yiou'va the confidence to
tackle.

I guess I'm biased because
I"ve bought ane mysell, |
dontride onaregular basis
and I'll only be compeating fo
8 couple morae years 5o ['ve
gone for the bike that will
DIvG ma the most enjoyment.

hat doesn't detract inany
way from the madarm
generation of two-strokes
which are highly competitiva
— and more realistically
priced. Without doubt the
RTL is the ultimate trials
machina — which it ghould
be at E4608,

e

Agite and manoeuvrabile, Bre TLM will perform well in the hands of 8
trick riding spacialist.
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Now bored oul fo 250ce, the
TLM's two sfroke an
redalively mrqlm-r umil,

wisa

“LICON
iy

Mo rear dise an e TT_I'HburIlu drum is Imprm E.'-'hm! is
Bilbous bui ighfer than Lasl jpear.

A5 the nama implies, tha TLMZS0 s
aggantially a larger capacily warson of last
yeurs #Mimodel, Bored oant from the 24005
23Eccaingle cylinder powar unit, the
TdxBhmm two-siroke B more pn:lwr-rﬁil |
~yponebhpto 15.7 — and has increased
torgue over the 240 Thisis now up 1o 2.5
Kofmat the relativaly bow 3000 rpm = a 2000
rpm drop from |ast year's bike.

The exira capacity obwonsly plays a
majar part in this, but tha angina features a
new crankshall and cylinder hagd plus 3
new cylinder barre| with extansively
reworked porking.

Frame is the same part iubalarn, par box-
sieclion all-stasl wnit, Howswer. thsbox-
secilon steal awingarm has been changad
abong with the rear shook, which s
adjustable for spring pra-oad and damping

Frond forks ara slighily revized bul iha
biggest change to the frond-end is the Riling
of & 186mm disc brake, Braking af the raar
end g, like the 240, by drum.

Thi bigger engine has helped incraass
dry weighth',-zkgm 88, but Honda has
trimmad down thae Tlak in One area by

unking the pravioushy obese rear silenaer in
Havnur ol & lighibweightabamindum unit.

An axchusiva maching = Honda has
brought inenly 20units — tha TLM250 has
price tag of £3748 including VAT. Even 5o,
that's a kot cheapar than tha evan mora
exclugive (onky 15 in the countrg) HTLESD
four-stroke, which cosis & cool £4598.09.
And, 85 wea =akd fasl year, thal makes i1 by far
the coslliest brials machine an saleinthis
country. it's alse the best

Paintwork has chenged, with lasi years
?Erl&.h pink, whiteand lflac being dropped 0

avourof mora respeciabla red, whita and
blse. But, althaugh it may not look
mechamically much different {o the 87
miade, thare ara in facta numbar of
significant alterations.

or & start thera's a new frama along wilh
konger box-saction alloy swingarm, new
multl-adjustable shoak and ravised Pro-
Link suggension linkage. Dhsc brakes anms
ised 1l both ends inplaca of tha 87 modal's
drums and there are new front forks, Rear
whesl ischanged also 1o accepl a lubealass
redar tyra,

Allerations 13 the overhead camsiall
singhaaylinder iour-Stroke enging ane quite
extensive with anaw cylinderand
crankcase. Power oulpud is up froma
redativaly puny 13.8b0p bo a punchy 162 at
7000 rpm, widle forgaess remaing the samse a1
208 kigd'm, albeit furiherwp the rev randgs at
SO00rpm.

HﬂHﬂA HTL 25 ﬂs

SPECIFICATIONS

Price {inc VAT ... o e HSEII]EE
Englma. .. Sur-gle c:g.-t air cocled, 1u:-ur-c5lr|:-ka
Capacity.. LT . 2dBeG
Bare & siroke . . e s f
CBrbUration o.....oviiidiceienssboias laihin
lgnisan ., ... ... COH

A [povar rcl-a-mad:u 18, .eb'np E?ﬂmrpm
Max loegue

{elaimad] ......... 2,08 kg.-'m@ﬁa:lmrpm
Transmisgior i i . 5ix spead
i S .....-.wEl multlplatﬂ

CYCLEPARTS

Tyres: Michelin
Fr|:|n|:....__.......... A TEN
Rear..... . 4.00x 1B[tu|:-|3|ass:|
Brakes:
0 T TR b | - -+
SuUspAnsion;
Front ...\ ........ Alr-pssisied telescopas
Rear ..... Pra-link manoshock, ad| spring

pro-load and damiping

DIMENSIONS

Waighliaooioeiiiciarrariarsamrinrian. - BEkG
Wheeslbase, . ST, oo 1E15mam
Gr-;‘;-lmdl;lga_rnncg .................EﬂEr'ﬂn‘l
Seat halght .. N o e 1]
Fug| t&paclly canvac s lIEMEE

Maching mppdlnd h'r Hu-rld- (UK} Lbd,
Power Road, Chiswick, London 'W EYT,
Tel: 01-747 1400

HONDA TLM 250R

SPECIFICATIONS

Prige [inc VAT) . PRARRPI = 1 [
Engime. . Eanglu-ﬁ:.rl air cooled, two- :trnkr
I.'.“apn.-;i“..... ..................
Bore & stroke ... HxSBrnm
Carburation , ...................I-{r=|h|n
Ignltn:ln.......... B LS D R [l |
Wax pnwar(clmmad] 5.7 bhp E50001pm
Max farque

{claimad)............ 2.6kg/m & 3000 rpm
3"-HI'IE-I'I"I|BE-|IZII'I....................-Ei!l.BFIEtEd
Clubeh <. .oaoon o vaeie a0 ek, multiplabe

CYCLEPARTS

Tyras: Michelin

LT e B A R P L S T i o7 o

Bl 5 e s S s e el
Brakes:

FrOmt oieniancnnrsnnnnsas s TOEMM Dist

5 [ e e e e e S e o T
Suspension:

Front ... ...... Air-sssisted talascopic

Rear .. ... Pro-link monoghack, adj spring

pere-toad and damping

WBIERL: .. o O e i o L L | oG
LT T=T: 1 [T P e 1 FLid 1)
Cround ClEEMBNGE L.y nriderarre sy o HHTIT
Seal haight EE T A Ll e TR
Fwtcnpaclly 3.5 iras

Maching uupplian by: Honda (LK) Lid,
Power Aoad, Chiswick, London W4 S'I'T.
Tel: 01-747 1400,




